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It is said that two Dutch butter-making firms use for manufacturing adulterated or spurious butter no less than twenty thousand kilos of margarine daily.
*
The number of patients discharged cured in county and borough asylums during the ten years 1871-1880, was 40'30 per'cent, on the admissions. A child's chance of living is at its best about the age of twelve or thirteen. Then comes a change. The mortality after thirteen or thereabouts rises rapidly till about the twenty-fifth year, when there is a slight fall, and then a gradual rise till the end.
So far has the refinement of adulteration gone that a patent was actually taken out to protect a process which an ingenious inventor had elaborated for the manufacture of a certain mixture of chicory and coffee. This mixture was pressed into the shape of coffee berries, so that retailers of coffee might be fully prepared for those troublesome and fastidious patrons who, in order to make certain that they are being really supplied with pure coffee, insist on witnessing themselves the operation of grinding.
The Gotha Life Assurance Bank publishes some statistics of the mortality among its policyholders in 1887. From these it appears that the mortality of the medical members was 11 *53 per cent, above the average of that of all the members taken together. The classes of disease to which this higher rate of mortality was due were diseases of the respiratory organs, phthisis, and infectious diseases?typhus fever having proved especially fatal to the younger members of the profession. There was only one case of post-mortem poisoning out of 1,052 deaths. Cerebral apoplexy was remarkably frequent, beginning as early as thirty-six years of age. There were fourteen cases of suicide, and four of accidental death. These are, however, below the general average.
The occurrence of paralysis might almost be looked upon as showing the benefits of civilisation, for it occurs only when civilisation has progressed sufficiently to allow to man a considerable duration of life. Perhaps the best view to take of it is to regard it as the normal mode of death, the fit termination of life, occurring however, at present, prematurely ; and what science may expect to do, is not to eliminate it, as it hopes to do with consumption, heart diseases, fevers, &c., but to cause its onset to be postponed till about the hundredth year.
We are gravely assured, and it has been stated on oath by those interested in the sale of mustard, that it is altogether a mistake to use it pure. In such a condition we are told it won't keep, that its taste is not pleasant, and so on.
A sufficient answer to all of this nonsense is that certain manufacturers 'make and sell really pure mustard, and that even if this could not be done, and that if mustard did require a little flour or some similar material to make it keep, it does not require for this purpose anything like the very large amount which is frequently put in. 
